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between complex social settings and individual behavioral comes, and most results are open to more than one explan (see Jencks and Mayer 1990a; Reiss and Roth, 1993).   Also lematic is the definition of the areas under study:   regions, dard metropolitan statistical areas (SMSAs), and cities are heterogeneous units with politically defined boundaries whic not coterminous with neighborhoods and may have no theor relevance for many research questions on adolescent outcc thus most researchers use intraurban units of analysis, us census tracts, as proxies for "neighborhood," although they t not necessarily correspond to neighborhoods.   In addition, : research is based on decennial census data, but there is a si cant time lag in the availability of those data for research, conclusions may be drawn for the period between 1970 and but one can only speculate from incomplete data regarding s quent trends.
Almost all research examines metropolitan (i.e., urban anc urban] neighborhoods, with little attention to the unique cl teristics and problems of rural areas. Moreover, the ava research focuses almost exclusively on poor neighborhoods so there are few comparative data from affluent areas. An limitation is that most research has focused on the strui features of neighborhoods, not on community-level intera( or processes. A theoretical bias toward consensual theor community, rather than theories of a community-as-a-res( has led researchers to look for internal sources of disorgani: rather than external sources. As such, relatively few comm studies attempt to analyze how private-sector actions, goverr policy, and regulatory law influence neighborhoods. There i relatively little attention to a significant body of ethnogi research (see Anderson, 199lb; Skogan, 1990). In spite ( limitations, however, the available research on neighborhood provide significant insights into this setting for adolescents
CHANGES IN METROPOLITAN NEIGHBORHOODS
Poverty Concentration and Racial and Ethnic Stratificati
Household poverty and segregation by class and race are j mental elements of metropolitan areas, and there is a clus of poor people in many of these areas. By 1980, the 10 1 metropolitan areas accounted for almost half of all poor pi